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In this three-week series we’re 
taking a look at a few key road 
trips Paul took in the book of 
Acts. Through his experiences 
on the road, we’ll discover that 
maybe the best thing that can 

happen on our journey is a 
change of direction. 
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B O T T O M  L I N E

GOD’S PLAN FOR YOU IS  
TO DO THE NEXT RIGHT THING.

T E A C H I N G  S C R I P T  S U M M A R YS C R I P T U R E 

Next Paul and Silas traveled through the area of 
Phrygia and Galatia, because the Holy Spirit had 
prevented them from preaching the word in the 
province of Asia at that time. Then coming to the 
borders of Mysia, they headed north for the province 
of Bithynia, but again the Spirit of Jesus did not allow 
them to go there. So instead, they went on through 
Mysia to the seaport of Troas. That night Paul had a 
vision: A man from Macedonia in northern Greece 
was standing there, pleading with him, “Come over 
to Macedonia and help us!” So we decided to leave 
for Macedonia at once, having concluded that God 
was calling us to preach the Good News there (Acts 
16:6-10 NLT). 

But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our 
lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no 

law against these things! (Galatians 5:22-23 NLT).

God often doesn’t give us the big picture as 
we follow him, but instead gives us only the 
next step that we need to take. In this passage 
we see God call Paul to Macedonia at a  
moment’s notice.
_________________________________________

G O A L  O F  S M A L L  G R O U P

To help students understand that God has a 
plan for their lives right now, no matter what 
limitations they feel like they have.

INTRODUCTION
Growing up, my family took a road trip across the state of Tennessee 
every summer.

TENSION
Having a destination in mind is good, but if you don’t know where to 
turn next, you may never make it to your destination. 

Whether you consciously think about it or not, you have some idea for 
a destination or an “end goal” for your life.

Maybe you’ve heard someone say, “God has a plan for your life.” 

But while the idea of God having a plan for your life sounds great, it 
doesn’t necessarily feel real.

TRUTH
After encountering Jesus, Paul begins to travel and tell people about 
Jesus. And then one night, his plan takes a drastic detour.

God didn’t just change Paul’s destination later, He changed it for the 
next day.

But Paul’s story shows us that, not only does God care about where 
we’re going, but also what we’re doing now.

APPLICATION
Our job is to pay attention now. So how do we do that? 1) Listen for 
directions. 2) Pay attention to God is to take the next right turn.

LANDING
So as you head out today, I want you to ask yourself, “Am I willing to 
let God guide my next step?”
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B O T T O M  L I N E

GOD’S PLAN FOR YOU IS  
TO DO THE NEXT RIGHT THING.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I N T R O d U C T I O N
2  M i n u t e s

Growing up, my family took a road trip across the state of 
Tennessee every summer. We lived in the Eastern corner 
of the state, while my grandparents lived in the Western 
corner—nearly eight hours apart. So every summer when 
school was out, we’d load up in our blue minivan and hit the 
road to make our annual summer visit to their farm.

We took this drive every single summer for nearly 16 years, 
so you’d think that my dad, who was the driver, would know 
the route pretty well.

And that would be a good assumption, but you would  
be wrong.

You see, my dad has been blessed with a lot of great things, 
but a good sense of direction isn’t one of them. We got lost 
every single time we took that trip. 

Every. Single. Time.

An eight-hour trip would quickly turn into a ten-hour 
nightmare because my dad took a back road, missed an exit, 
or forgot to make a turn. When he was supposed to go left, 

he went right. When he was supposed to take an on-ramp, 
he chose the off-ramp. I don’t know how he managed to get 
us lost all of those years, but he did.

(Communicator Note: Share a story about a time you got lost 
on a road trip focusing on how you made a bad choice or 
took the wrong turn or road.)

Now, I know some of you are probably thinking, “Why didn’t 
you guys just use your phones for directions?” 

Well, this was long before the days of Google Maps or Waze. 
In those days, all we had to guide us was a physical map. 
Yes, an actual folded-up piece of paper you used to navigate 
from point A to point B. No traffic warnings. No turn-by-turn 
directions. Just a printed map that was probably a few years 
out of date. And because of that, we often couldn’t really tell 
what our next step was supposed to be.

Believe it or not, we used to actually give directions to friends 
so they could get to our house. That meant actually knowing 
street names, landmarks, distance—all of it! It was obviously 
a terrible way to live! 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

T E N S I O N
4  M i n u t e s

Whether they come from Siri, a road map, or actual instructions 
from a person, I think we can all agree that directions matter. 

Having a destination in mind is good, but if you 
don’t know where to turn next, you may never make 
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it to your destination. And that’s not only just true for 
driving, but also for life.

Whether you consciously think about it or not, you have 
some idea for a destination or an “end goal” for your life. 
You might imagine being a mom or a dad, a CEO of your 
own company, or a world traveler. But no matter what you 
envision, you probably have some sense of where you want 
to go in life. 

And you’re not the only one. For many of us, our parents 
have a destination in mind for us. Our school counselors have 
a destination in mind for us. Our coaches have a destination 
in mind for us. And no matter whose goal we have in mind, 
much of our life is focused on taking the next step toward 
that goal. 

And here at church, maybe you’ve heard that God has a 
destination in mind for you. Maybe you’ve heard a pastor 
or a small group leader or your grandma say something  
like this: “God has a plan for your life.” 

And even if you’re not sure about the whole God thing, that’s 
a nice idea, isn’t it? 

But while the idea of God having a plan for your life sounds 
great, it doesn’t necessarily feel real. We believe in God, 
and we believe that He loves us, but when it comes to Him 
having a plan for our lives—and actually wanting to help us 
get to that destination—I’m guessing we often fall into one 
of two categories: 

1. Not me. Sure, God has a plan in mind for pastors, 
small group leaders, or worship leaders. But you may 
think, “I’m just a sophomore who’s failing Geometry. 
It seems a little hard to believe that God has a plan 
for me.”

Or maybe you feel like you’re too, well, normal. 
Like, you were left out when God was giving people 
talents. So you think, “Not me. I don’t have enough 
gifts and abilities for God to use me.”

In fact, at some point, most of us have probably felt 
like God’s plan doesn’t include us.

For the record, I do think God has a plan for you. And 
why wouldn’t He? He had a plan when He created 
fish, ocean currents, eardrums, and fingernails. 
And if He’s interested in the smallest details of our 
existence, why wouldn’t your life be on His radar?

And for others of us when it comes to God’s plan, 
we think…

2. Not now. Some of you may be thinking, “Sure, 
God probably has a plan for the big things in my 
life—like where He wants me to go to college, who 
He wants me to marry, and what He wants me to do 
for a living. All the stuff that happens later. But right 
now? Not so much.”

This is probably the most common category for all of 
us. Because it’s easy to imagine God having a plan 
for the “big stuff” of life. But for the stuff that we’re 
trying to figure out right now, like how to survive 
high school? It seems tougher to believe God has 
any interest in it.

But what if God does have a plan for you? And what if He 
does care about your future destination? And what if He does 
care about your life right now? What could you be missing 
by assuming that His plan isn’t for you, or that it isn’t for  
you today?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

T R U T H
4  M i n u t e s

Last week we talked about how Paul—who at the time was 
named Saul—was a super religious guy who persecuted, and 
even murdered, Jesus-followers. And then, in a crazy turn of 
events, he met Jesus on a road trip to a city called Damascus. 
He was blinded during the encounter and shocked into 
starvation for three days before having his eyesight restored. 
We’re going to file that experience under “Epic Road  
Trip Moments!”

Needless to say, that moment completely changed Paul’s life. 

He went from being a murderer to a missionary. But believe it 
or not, that first encounter with Jesus wasn’t the end of Paul’s 
road trip; it only got him to the first stop. 

The book of Acts continues telling Paul’s story…

Next Paul and Silas traveled through the area of Phrygia and 
Galatia, because the Holy Spirit had prevented them from 
preaching the word in the province of Asia at that time. Then 
coming to the borders of Mysia, they headed north for the 
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province of Bithynia, but again the Spirit of Jesus did not 
allow them to go there. So instead, they went on through 
Mysia to the seaport of Troas (Acts 16:6-8 NLT).

So, after encountering Jesus, Paul begins to travel and tell 
people about Jesus. And then one night, his plan takes a 
drastic detour.

That night Paul had a vision: A man from Macedonia in 
northern Greece was standing there, pleading with him, 
“Come over to Macedonia and help us!” So we decided to 
leave for Macedonia at once, having concluded that God was 
calling us to preach the Good News there (Acts 16:9-10 NLT). 

Macedonia was an area in the northern part of Greece. 
Paul had never been there before, so you can imagine 
how startling it was to have a vision of a Greek man he’d 
never met begging Paul to bring the Gospel to a place he’d  
never been.

Paul was already on his way to a place that seemed to make 
sense to him—a good place with good intentions. But God 
had a different plan for Paul right now. God didn’t just 
change Paul’s destination later, He changed it for 
the next day. And He showed him the next step 
right then and there.

Paul had a decision to make. He had already trusted God’s 
plan for his future, but would he trust what God was telling 
him to do today?

Thankfully, Paul did trust God in that moment. And this is 
good news for all of us, because this simple change of course 
ended up literally changing history. Paul’s decision to go to 
Greece was a decision that took the Gospel, the news of 
Jesus, to a whole new people group. It moved the story 
of Jesus from his religious community into all of the non-
Jewish regions. Think about that: Thousands of years ago, 
Paul took what seemed to be a small, unexpected 
next step in his journey. And that change paved the 
way for you and I to be sitting here talking about  
Jesus today.

See, so often we believe that God has a plan for our ultimate 
destination in life—a destination way down the road—but 
we don’t think that our today matters. We think we’ll just end 
up where He wants us to be. Or we think that who we are 
isn’t important enough for God to really care about what we 
do now. But Paul’s story shows us that, not only does God 
care about where we’re going, but also what we’re doing 
now. He cares about our big destinations and about our very  
next step. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A P P L I C A T I O N
3  M i n u t e s

And I think that the same experience Paul had that day can 
be real for us today. No, I’m not saying that God is going 
to speak to you through a vision of a kid on the soccer 
team begging you to come join them! But He can speak to 
you through His Word, through prayer, and through older,  
wiser people.

And I think what He’s saying to all of us—those of us who 
know where we want to end up, and those of us who think 
we’re not important enough for God to care about where we 
end up—is that He’s not just interested in our far-off future; 
He’s interested in our right now. He has plans for our future, 
and He also has the plan to get us there.

Our job is to pay attention now. So how do we do that?

First, we can listen for directions. I usually find myself 
getting lost or off course in my car when the music is louder 
than my GPS. In other words, I tend to get lost when I can’t 
hear the directions. 

When it comes to God, He’s given us directions that we can 
access when we spend time listening to God’s Word, His 
people, and to Him in prayer. So just once a day, try to be 
quiet long enough to listen for God to speak.

The second way we can pay attention to God is to take the 
next right turn. Just like God has a plan for your someday, 
He has a plan for your today. And today, you don’t have to 
know all the directions to your destination. You just have to 
trust Him enough to take the next step. Think of it this way…

God’s plan for you is to do the next right thing.

So when you feel like God is giving you the next step, ask 
Him to give you the courage to take it. 

Of course, knowing what the next right thing is can be 
difficult. Sometimes it’ll be clear to you—like Paul, you’ll be 
certain that God is telling you where to go and what to do. 
Other times, you may not be so sure. 
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Maybe that’s why later Paul wrote a letter to some Jesus 
followers in Galatia to help them understand what following 
Jesus means. 

In his letter, he lists some things that God wants from our 
lives. Because no matter where our road trip will take us, 
God wants these characteristics to be part of us. He says it 
this way: 

But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these 
things! (Galatians 5:22-23 NLT).

Basically, Paul is saying this: There are some clear road signs 
that can tell you that you’re making the right turns. If you are 
following His Spirit, you’ll do the next thing that… 

• shows love.
• creates joy.
• makes peace.
• demonstrates patience with others.
• shows kindness.
• produces good.
• shows faithfulness toward others.
• is gentle.
• requires self-control.

I’m not saying doing the next right thing will be easy. Like 
Paul, the next right thing will often require us to walk a 
different path than we had originally planned. But when we 
allow God’s grace to change us and guide our steps, we will 
move closer to where God has called us, which will ultimately 
lead us closer to both others and to Him.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

L A N d I N G
1  M i n u t e s

So as you head out today, I want you to ask yourself, “Am I 
willing to let God guide my next step?” Even if it’s just 
for today, I want you to trust that He has a plan for you. I want 
you to look for opportunities to follow Him. God has a plan 
for your today and His plan is for you to do the next 

right thing. As you trust Him—as you take steps toward 
Him and the direction He wants for you—you may just find 
He’s taking you to a destination even better than the one you 
had imagined!

T R A N S I T I O N  I N T O  S M A L L  G R O U P S


